
September 5, 2017 
  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Vice Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioners 
Redland, Jacobson, Hall and Bommersbach were present, Chairman Gunderson was absent.   
  
Vice Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  After a few additions, 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion, and 
all voted in favor.  
 
Vice Chair Bommersbach asked if everyone had a chance to read the minutes of the August 17th meeting and the special 
meetings of August 25th and August 31st.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes from August 
17th as submitted, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 25th meeting, Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 31st meeting, Commissioner Hall seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson updated the board on the status of the HR service contract.  He stated that Attorney Brue had 
received a proposed contract from gCariveau & Associates and that he had looked it over and had given it his approval.  
Commissioner Jacobson also noted that Mr. Cariveau was planning at this time to begin his service to Norman County on 
September 13th.   After a bit of discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the HR contract with 
gCariveau & Associates.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach then highlighted several pieces of correspondence that had been received since the last 
meeting, letters from Minnesota Rural Caucus, Wild Rice Watershed District and Northwest Regional Development 
Commission.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Todd Manthe, Chair of the Norman County Township Association, addressed the board regarding the amount 
of gopher bounty paid by the county.  Todd stated that at the Annual Township Association meeting in March this was 
discussed and the Township Association would like to see the County raise what they pay on gopher bounty to $1.50 per 
gopher, rather than the $0.75 per gopher as it stands now.  Mr. Manthe stated that Commissioner Gunderson had been in 
attendance at the annual meeting and had suggested the Township Association approach the board at the time they are 
working on budgets.  Commissioner Bommersbach thanked Mr. Manthe for bringing this forward to the board at this time 
and stated that they would consider this at a future meeting.   
 
Jonathan Peterson, Clerk of the Norman County Township Association, addressed the board regarding the gas tax 
distribution which currently is distributed on a 50/50 basis, using population and road mileage.  Mr. Peterson stated that 
the association has worked on changing this formula for several years, and has come to an agreement on a 25% population 
and 75% road mile basis.  Mr. Peterson stated that the townships have voted through the association and the 25/75 basis 
has passed.  Commissioner Bommersbach asked that Mr. Peterson provide the Auditor-Treasurer with a copy of the voting 
record and then the board would address whether to make the change in the current distribution formula.   
 
At 9:40 a.m. Randall Olson of Spring Creek Township addressed the board regarding nuisance beaver, requesting that he be 
paid for six beaver trapped in Sections 9 & 16 of Spring Creek Township.  Ben Fall, Chief Deputy, also addressed the board 
regarding the nuisance beaver and conversations that he and the conservation officer have had with Mr. Olson in recent 
days.  Due to the fact that Commissioner Gunderson was not in attendance at today’s meeting, the issue was tabled until 
Commissioner Gunderson was in attendance.   
 
At 9:50 a.m. Lucas Spaeth, representing the City of Halstad, came before the board with a request from the City of Halstad 
to purchase two properties located within the City of Halstad that have been forfeited to the State of Minnesota for non-
payment of taxes.   The city would like to purchase both properties before the tax forfeited sale to correct blighted 
conditions.  After considerable discussion concerning the two parcels, 28-3412000 & 28-3463000, Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to approve CR 09-05-2017-1 to sell parcel 28-3412000 to the City of Halstad at a reduced price of $200.00 
for blight removal.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote, the resolution was adopted 
unanimously with 4 yeas and 0 nays.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
 
Further discussion ensued on parcel 28-3463000 which the City of Halstad had offered $500.00 as a purchase price.  The 
consensus of the board was that this would be a much more desirable piece of property for acquisition in the future for 
development, and so chose to make a counter offer to the City of Halstad.  Mr. Spaeth will bring this proposal back to the 
City of Halstad for consideration and the acquisition of parcel 28-3463000 was tabled until the next meeting.   
 
After a short break, at 10:05 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda to the board.  The first 
item was to let the board know that the apparent low bidder on the CR 167 bridge replacement, replacing an arc bridge 
with a single line box culvert was Olson Construction with a bid amount of $115,082.60.   After some discussion, 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve awarding project SAP 054-598-041 to Olson Construction.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 



The next item was the replacement of the CR 105 bridge with a double line box culvert, where once again Olson 
Construction was the apparent low bidder at $109,832.25.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve awarding 
project SAP 054-598-042 to Olson Construction.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The third item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was an application for ditch maintenance work on CD #22.  The application had 
been signed by the following landowners, Jerry Bitker, Jerry Hanson, David Narum, Randy Hanson, and Marlys Tommerdahl.  
The application requested the removal of cattails, brush and weeds.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to approve removal of brush, cattails and weeds in CD #22.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Jerilyn’s agenda was a gravel agreement with Allan and Lorraine Peterson for $1.25 per cubic yard for the 
years of 2018 and 2019.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the gravel agreement with 
Allan and Lorraine Peterson for 2018 and 2019.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
The fifth item on the Road & Bridge agenda was the Local Bridge Replacement Program Grant Agreement through MnDOT 
with Norman County.  This agreement would provide Norman County with $73,408.38 towards the bridge replacement on 
CR 161, SP-054-598-040, contracted with Gladen Construction.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve CR-09-05-2017-2 Resolution for Agreement to State Transportation Fund Local Bridge Replacement 
Program Grant Terms and Conditions for the construction of Bridge No. 54J31, SP-054-598-040.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 4 yeas and 0 nays.  Resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of 
this resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Ms. Swenson also updated the board on construction projects stating that the paving was finished for the year and that 
Zavoral was finishing the shouldering this week.   
 
At approximately 10:40 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, addressed the board regarding his agenda.  
The first item of concern was the update on the landfill permit.  Garry stated that the fourth well had been drilled and 
sampled.  They have not received the permit yet from the MPCA, however, Inspector John Buck was on site and he has 
heard nothing negative.   
 
The second item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the Emergency Operations Plan.  Garry stated that he had updated the 
entire plan in 2016, however; now it needed board review to submit to the State in November.  It was the consensus of the 
board that they would stop in Garry’s Office to individually review the plan before the November meeting.   
 
Next on Garry’s agenda was the yearly task of setting the market price for calculating the solid waste management tax for 
municipal solid waste generated in the county.  Garry explained how this market price was arrived at and after some 
discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve CR 09-05-2017-3 identifying the market price for solid waste 
management tax purposes during CY 2018 at $34.19 per ton.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call 
vote there were 4 yeas and 0 nays.  Resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor-
Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Mr. Johanson then brought before the board the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Agreement for Counties utilizing the 
Homeland Security Emergency Management Plan Update Consultant.  Garry explained the program and after some 
discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Resolution Authorizing Participation in Planning Process 
and Execution of Agreement for the Hazard Mitigation Assistance through the Division of Homeland Security.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of this 
resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Auditor-Treasurer Hanson brought before the board the correspondence she had received from individuals interested in 
serving on the proposed county-wide EDA board.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to appoint 
Commissioner Hall and Commissioner Redland to the EDA Steering Committee.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve going into closed session for labor negotiation strategy 
pursuant to M.S. 13D.03.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
The meeting was closed at 11:16 a.m., those present were Commissioners Bommersbach, Redland, Jacobson, and Hall.  
Others in attendance were James Brue, County Attorney; Michael T. Rengel, legal counsel from Pemberton Law Firm, David 
Stene, Chief Financial Officer and Donna Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer.   
 
At 12:08 p.m. Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to close the closed session.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.  Closed session was closed at 12:08 p.m.  
 
After a short break, Vice Chair Bommersbach reopened the board meeting at 12:13 p.m.   
 
Sarah Kjono, NMPH, introduced Kim Myers as a new employee working with the Statewide Health Improvement Program 
and the Drug-Free Communities Grant, (Impact Coalition).   
 
Sarah also updated the board that Dr. Tim Luithle did sign the jail medical protocols in August and will work with NMPH to 
support the jail.  
 



David Stene, CFO, presented the board with some updated budget and levy information which lead to some further 
discussion.  
  
Garry Johanson, ESO, returned to the meeting with a Letter of Commitment of Funds as a subgrantee in the Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance Program.  After a bit of discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Letter of 
Commitment.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Vice Chair Bommersbach asked if all commissioners had reviewed the bills as presented.   After further review, 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Road & Bridge - $ 58,963.62 Revenue - $ 14,535.78  Public Health - $ 820.84  
 
Building - $7,715.50  County Homes - $ 562.84  TOTAL:  $ 82,598.58 
 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented a letter from Daniel & Leticia Paquin with regard to Parcel 07-3253000, property in 
Halstad Township which has forfeited to the State of Minnesota for non-payment of property taxes.  The Paquins were 
requesting the opportunity to repurchase the property by paying the delinquent property taxes and additional fees.  
Auditor-Treasurer Hanson stated that she had a check in hand from a third party to take care of the fees and delinquent 
property taxes.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve CR 09-05-2017-5, Relating to the 
Repurchase of Tax-Forfeited Property, allowing Dan & Leticia Paquin to repurchase parcel 07-3253000.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote, the resolution passed unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the 
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
There being nothing further on the agenda, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Commissioner 
Hall seconded the motion and Vice Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting at 12:40 p.m.   
 
 
____________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Steve Bommersbach, Vice Chairman   Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


